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Our Dream…
To see a multiplying movement of church planting in Eastern PA,  
filled with churches that are marked by:

Gospel Transformation
We want our church plants to help people discover the saving and transforming power 
of Christ and learn to live on mission with Him.

Kingdom Expression
Church planting is not about using people to do church. It’s about building up people 
to be the church. Our expression must include both a confident, verbal proclamation 
of Jesus and practical expressions of the love, mercy, justice and diversity of God’s 
kingdom.

  Leader Development
The only path to a multiplying movement of church planting is equipping leaders 
who will make disciples and lead others in serving. It is impossible to develop strong,  
multiplying churches without equipping faith-filled, servant leaders.

Global  Partnership
For our church planting efforts to be the most fruitful, our church plants must partner 
with other Alliance and non-Alliance churches and fully engage in the mission of our 
Christ-centered, Acts 1:8 Alliance family to bring the gospel to our neighborhoods and 
to the nations.

Faith-F illed Risk
Planting a new church is risky and requires much sacrifice. Building a multiplying 
network of church planting, requires even more risk and sacrifice. God honors the faith 
that steps out like the priests with Joshua stepping into the Jordan.
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Eastern PA Church Planting
We are part of the Christ-centered, Acts 1:8 family of the  
Christian and Missionary Alliance in Eastern Pennsylvania. 
 Eastern PA is home to almost nine million people including:

•  Philadelphia, the fifth largest city in the U.S.  
(1.5 million in the city, 4.5 million in the metro area)

•  The Lehigh Valley, home to 800,000 people in Allentown,  
Bethlehem and Easton

•  Three more metro areas with over 500,000 people  
(Harrisburg, Lancaster and Scranton)

• 40 counties, 12 with more than 250,000 people

You can stay up-to-date on God’s work through  
Eastern PA Church Planting by:

•  Receiving the monthly Church Planting Update. Send an email  
to alan.rathbun@epdcma.org to subscribe to the email.

• Following EPCP on social media:

Your generosity results in the gratitude of people transformed by Christ!
You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us 
your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.   2 Corinthians 9:11 NIV

Eastern PA Church Planting is funded through the designated gifts of churches and individuals. You 
can give through your local Alliance church by marking your offering “Eastern PA Church Planting” 
(EPCP) or make your check payable to Eastern PA Church Planting and send it directly to the District 
Office at the below address. If you would like to designate your gift for a specific church planting  
project, please note which project. Thank you for your generosity! 
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David and Melissa Dixon are planting 
Iron Mill Church in Danville. Their vision 
of the church is to love people audaciously 
the way Jesus loves us. Pray for wisdom 
and grace as they develop leaders who will 
help the church be fruitful in making disci-
ples in both the Danville and the Geisinger 
Medical Center Communities.

Ricardo and Christian Volcy lead the effort to 
plant the Heart of Harrisburg church in the Allison 
Hill section of the city. HoH has a great reputation 
in the city and is shining the light of Christ, but 
the challenge of developing leaders in this hurting 
part of the city is huge. Pray for grace and wisdom 
for Ricardo and Christian and their team as they 
persevere toward a fruit-filled ministry.

We preach a gospel of both salvation and transformation. The message of Christ  
is not only the truth that saves us, it’s also the truth that transforms us.

Scranton is home to the fastest growing  
Spanish-speaking population in Pennsylva-
nia and Iglesia Steamtown in Scranton is an  
example of our passion for partnership. Our 
church planters Marcelo and Andrea Castro  
are working in partnership with Steamtown 
Church, a non-denominational church in Scran-
ton, to plant an Alliance congregation. Pray for 
wisdom and grace for the Castros as they build 
their core team and launch the church.

Thank you for praying for our church planters and church plants!  Y our prayer makes you a valuable part of our church planting team.  

Mike and Lorielle Anderson are planting 
the Citylight Center City congregation in 
Philadelphia.  From a launch team of 40 peo-
ple in the fall of 2015, the congregation has 
grown to over 100 people. Pray for wisdom 
and grace as they equip leaders and seek to 
develop mercy ministry in the city.

Jim and Kendra Rudd lead this second con-
gregation of True Vine Church Community 
in the Tacony and Mayfair neighborhoods of 
Philadelphia. True Vine leaders have a goal of 
15-20 discipleship groups in their commu-
nity. Pray for wisdom, faith and the work of 
the Holy Sprit as they make disciples in this 
urban environment and seek to grow so they 
can be ready to plant a third congregation 
in 2020.

Armando and Elizabeth Rhon are 
leading El Camino Mechanicsburg 
to reach Spanish-speaking people in 
the West Shore area of Harrisburg.  
Their partnership with Immanuel  
Alliance Church has resulted in a 
fruitful ESL ministry and both Sunday 
and Wednesday night worship times.  

Pray for wisdom and grace as they seek to be faithful and fruitful in mak-
ing disciples among many different Spanish speaking cultures in the area.

Xavier and Alexandra Godoy are lead-
ing El Camino Chambersburg to reach 
Spanish-speaking people in partnership 
with Chambersburg Alliance Church. Pray 
for fruit and an established congregation 
to result from the many seeds they have 
planted and nurtured in this small city in 
the southern part of our district. Xavier is 
also our Spanish Speaking Ministry Point Person. Pray for wisdom for 
him as he pioneers ministry to this growing population in Eastern PA.

Joseph and Thana Moussa are leading the 
effort to plant Harrisburg Arabic Christian 
Church. We are thankful that many people 
have received Christ through this ministry.  
Please pray for wisdom and fruit to equip 
leaders who will help this group become a 
firmly established congregation.

Hope Alliance Church in Bethlehem has grown significantly and will soon be an accredited 
Alliance Church, but this is far from the whole story. Adam and Rachel Eshbaugh and the 
leadership of Hope plan to plant more churches in the Lehigh Valley. To accomplish this, 
Hope has brought in Jim and Jess Entwistle to serve at this church and prepare for the first 
church plant of Hope in 2019.  Pray for both the Eshbaughs and the Entwistles as they work 
together to further strengthen and extend the ministry of Hope Alliance Church and pray and 
plan for a future network of churches in the Allentown/Bethlehem/Easton corridor.

The Eshbaughs The Entwistles
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